COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SERVICES AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Councilor Marianne LaBarge, Chair
Councilor William H. Dwight
Councilor Eugene Tacy
 MINUTES
Monday, March 18, 2013
5:00 pm — 7:00 pm
City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street
Wallace J. Puchalski Municipal Building, Northampton, MA

1. Members present/absent: Councilor Marianne LaBarge, Councilor Gene Tacy, Council President Bill
Dwight

2. Meeting Called to Order: 5:00 pm

3. Announcement of Audio/Video Recording of Meeting: Councilor Marianne LaBarge. Ruth MecGrath is
videotaping the meeting for Adam Cohen, Winning Writers.

4. Approval of Minutes of February 11,2013. Approved: Councilor Eugene Tacy, Councilor Marianne
LaBarge, and Councilor Bill Dwight. Vote was Unanimous. :

5. Lucy Hartry, Northampton Health Services Manager, Tapestry Health, spoke on the following:

e Tapestry Health Program Descriptions
o Tapestry Health and Massachusetts Health Care Reform
e Question and Answer

Tapestry Health is a local health and human services agency that has been in existence since 1973. They
are celebrating their 40™ Anniversary. They play a key role in delivery reproductive health care and
HIV counseling and testing to all people living in Western Massachusetts. In Springfield they have the
LaVoz program, offering HIV Prevention counseling. :

In Northampton Tapestry Health has the Needle Exchange program. Created by the State, the program
is designed to offer clean needles to people who inject drugs, minimizing the spread of infections spread
by sharing infected needles. '

When asked about some of their challenges, the one that always exists is funding. Also, some of the
health reform and aspects of health insurance have become challenges for Tapestry Health. Some health
insurances will no longer contract with Tapestry Health.

6. Steve Connors, Veterans Service Director, City of Northampton, spoke on the following:

Update on his budget

Funding Cuts

Up-date on Homelessness

Up-date on Reimbursement Charges

Steve Connors stated that today the Mayor’s Office issued a Press Release announcing that the
Lieutenant Governor’s Interagency Council on Homelessness Steering Committee unveiled a three year
plan to prevent and end homelessness amongst veterans. A copy of the Press Release is attached to these
minutes. Steve Connors served on this Council.
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The Council is hoping to reduce the numbers of homeless veterans by one thousand in the next two years.
The entire plan is available on online. Implementation of the plan is to begin during the first week of
April 2013. Steve’s priority is under the category of 450 Chronically Homeless Veterans.

The majority of homeless veterans are between 55 and 65. Homeless veterans that are especially hard to

 find are those that have spouses. The reason they are hard to find is that they are doubling up in
different housing authority units. There is one family Steve is dealing with right now. They are currently
in a hotel. They have been staying in different housing authority units and hopping around all over the
valley. The wife just gave birth at the end of January, and as soon as the child was born DCF took the
child, because they are homeless. So Steve is working with the VA, the State Department of Veterans
Services, the State Housing and Reintegration Program (SHARP) to fine them a place right now, but for
now they are back in a motel. They will be stabilized, given the services they need, and hopefully they
will get their child back.

Steve stated that if we are really going to be successful in this plan we have to convince the entire state, all
the cities and towns, that this is the right cause. It’s everyone’s duty because somebody went and fought
in every single town.

VSO?’s need to be trained, tested and certified. Steve discussed sitnations where VSOs were untrained or
didn’t know the job. Certain cities have had problems locating their VSO’s, they would try to go to them,
try to find them, couldn’t locate them.

We were awarded the CIC Grant. We put in $35,316.00. It was money to allow Hadley and Middlefield
to join the district, plus we put in money for new staff to help out Rebecca, a new computer, a new
laptop, some cell phone money and an increase in travel money. but it’s only for that one year and only
for the town of Hadley and the town of Middlefield. We were charging them monthly.

There is a small town Veterans Expo that is going to be happening on May 10 and May 11 at the
Cummington Fair Grounds. We are having it for the purposes of Florence, Leeds and all the folks in the
hill towns. They’re not going to downtown Springfield to learn about Veterans benefits. There will be
representatives from the Soldiers Home, Tapestry Health; everyone will have a table there. If you’re a
veteran you will be able to get information there.

7. Brad LeVay, President, Northampton Veterans Council
Tim Daley, Vice-President & Chair of Activities, Northampton Veterans Council
Gerry Clark, Treasurer, Northampton Veterans Council — Could Not Attend
Norbert Reike, Secretary, Northampton Veterans Council

The Veterans Council presented a list of planned events that will be for the year 2013. A copy of the list
is attached to these minutes.

Tim Daley said that flag burning will be done every year. This year it will be at the American Legion
Parking Lot and will be formal, by regulation, but is not open to the public. There will be veterans there,
Sons of the Legion, and the Veterans Council will be there. The date is May 18, 2013 and there are
approximately 2000 flags anticipated.

Tim Daley asked Councilor Gene Tacy to be a speaker at the Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony in
Florence on May 27, 2013. Councilor Tacy said he would be honored.

The Veteran’s Council has purchased 200 thank you coins with the seal of Northampton. On the back is
all the seals of all 5 branches of the services. They can be used to say Thank You.
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Both Steve Connors and Council President Bill Dwight expressed their appreciation for all the hard work
the Veteran’s Council has done for the Veterans in Northampton.

8. City Councilor Marianne LaBarge, Chair, talked about the agenda for the Month of April 2013:

9. Public Comment: No Public Comment S

. .10. NEW BUSINESS: There was no new business

11. ADJOURN: 7:00 pm. Motion to adjourn was made by Council President Bill Dwight and seconded by
Councilor Eugene Tacy. Vote was Unanimous. )

The next meeting is scheduled for April 8, 2013 at 5:00 pm.




o Sc%& MS:\ .
1das gifvay Emﬁmﬁ%eu
2 &Sﬁc\\w (1jpnb- &M&

HOVHdY NIHLIAN HYIVDO

1PN 1 SAdVL

@o.c«_mmi\:wmamﬁéég
¢lc0'989°clLy Xe}f
910¢'98S°CLy
2522°969'008 yd

29010 VIN ‘@dusiold
199.1S YONOoUON 962

HOVIY NIHLIA dVDO

AIPYNY L SAdVL

weiboid
UOHBUIPIOO ) 8189
~ DM, — 9bUBYOXT
a|paap - 108l0id

UljesH s.Usig — 15
~ 7Op B - bunse) pue
AIY/AIH
JURLU||OUT] m@%%mg

buiesunod g

YHESH — S90IAISS
UiesH anllonpoiday

oLYB'E9E ey

€01 10 YW ‘preybunds

jonsT Jamo ‘1eess ejdel og L
weibold zop e

¥519'28G ELY
0r01L0 VI ‘@0Al0H
199i1S UlBy GI

01£0°985 61y
09010 YW ‘uojdueypio
£2¥ 8lNg '19a11g Jejus) g1
Sa0IABG UORONPaY WieH

8889°€LL°6 1L
LOE L0 YA ‘PloyueRID
[onaT Joddn “eang uosIspues 08

BE99EEL LY
£0110 YW ‘pieybuuds
19911G Ul 5861

vr8eErr ELY
L0210 VIN ‘Plolstid
| 8)Ing ‘anuaAY [[BPUSM 00+

c6L0'¢8SCLY
weibold UoBUIPIon) 8180

6EGZ'98G°ELY
09010 YW ‘uoidiuegpioN
Gl 9UNg ‘eaug Jajue) 91

6595 799°C LY
17210 YN ‘SWepy YuoN
82€ 9Ung ‘18NS UlBW S8

LLI89ES ey
070L0 VIN ‘©30Aj0H
1888 UBIN VS|

COPSELLELY
L0S10 VIN ‘PialusaID
19841S UOSIBpUES 08

2666'875°€LY
20010 VN ‘Isieyuy
19811G ABld /2

Pl

aubulrdg

ayohjoH

uoydweypoN

p

pI

|enusly

a1)6uidg

Plalsiid

uoydweylioN

Swepy YLoN

P

ayohjoH

JETUEEYS)

1sJeywy




, 18ELvYEL ELY

pleybunds wwm>>m ‘1eai1g uolun segv
8988°/€/°€ 1 Pleybuuds|1eas UBI 586}
geLeveL e Ly Pleybunds .Uwom Weyeqim L

JI1[I0 PUE QOUBISISSY [aN,] ‘PIRIIPIPN ‘$20TATIG

‘SaDIATIS

JEDIPSIA] 03 S[BIISJAF puE wmﬂuuu.dw pue ‘suon
-eziunw] 9roddng wE_uouMummuum ‘uoneonpy
UOTINNN] ‘pPOOJ 1QJ SHO[D IPNJIUT SIDIATIS
DIA °S 95e 03 dn URIP[IYD pUE SIUEBJUT ‘UAOM

01 UONBULIOJUT TORITINU PUB POOJ SIJJO DM

UIDASOL ] NSS.Q.N\NNRZ (DIM)
UDAPJLYT) & STUDJUT “UIULOM

*s19511 SnIp wonoalur

0] UOTIBONIP3 29 SUI[ISUNOD SIJO YIIYM
‘preydurnxdg .E ZOA ®7 pue uoldureiroN

u1 98ueyOXy 9[PadN] Sy3 Jurpnpour nmouwﬁow
uononpat wiret os[e HITVHIH AdLSHdV.L
‘SAIV/AIH yaim Suiar] suosiad 03 sjgaua(
[eoIpatu/P[eay pue Sursnoy [Iim OUBISISSE pue
1roddns QuowaSeuen oseds pue ‘Gunsay pider

29 SuIRsuN0d ATH $19Jj0 HITVAH AM1SIdVL

§9010495 SAIV/AIH

oUIOBA
AJH [isepres) pue ‘Gunsal prder 29 Suiasunod
AIH hsocmoumbmo.u AouaBrourd “quatmesn) pue
Surueards 11§ ‘jonuod iIIq ‘unss Loueudaxd
‘USLIOM PUE UL JOJ SUIEXD :IPNJOUT SIINATIS
mQ -eIed [Ifesy] aAnonporday [BRUIpyU0d
PUE S[(EPIOJJE (ILM SUII) PUE UL “UIWOM

UﬁuTwO.AQ el SINUMNOD SSBJA] UIJSom HSOH e

Ut SoTuTpd peay ey HETVIH A4 1SddV.L

SO1L]T) GIJPIE] 201IINPOLJIY
& Suup]J KJiuv

"21a1]) 2q 03 sanunuod Ansadey, ‘wrersord

DIA U1 Y3noIry) peos snontinu 18

$aIqeq IRyl pue sI9low awo

OUT-MO]

¢1¢ 9 uep 210U JBY} SULINSUL 03

‘amy 01 952 SIaMmOU 9ABY OHT,P vm,.Oﬂu

01 9014108 tondooenU0d Louagrotus

PUE [0IIUOD YITIq [RIUSPLUOD mc_%ﬁoa

03 1891 ATH Aep-auo prders
03 uo18a1 ot Ul 387 o3 Juld

10 EU\GmE 1epuad ‘uoneIuatid
‘98e “4adTuye jo ssapredar ¢
Aata 910 21]1 123 URD PISU

ore oYM 950T]) JBYJ3 S2INSUD 4
"S]JOSNYDBSSETA] WI2ISaM |
HTdOId TTV 03 Sunsay pue 3ur

ATH PUE 27BD [I[BIY 9ATION

SULISAI[SP UT 9[0T 49 B
seq HLLTVAH XM LSAIVL ‘€L

*$139SNT;
UI21$34 JO SINUNOD MO

SIUapIsal 01 3urIsa] pue JurEsun

1 39730
q woig

[enxas
DATISIP

LT 1SOUT
T Suraly
vaDOM\.V

poxdax
ﬁu%ﬂﬁ

DESSBIAI

o) >HH.MH

|
‘ored I[Bay 2A1ONPOoIdaT SULIAT[Ip

ur ojo1 £o3] & pake|d sey H[TVAH
PRAREENAN ‘51020 QC L0

PUrodUr §

r1sade rr

[ 2oug

J oup U |

i
i




MAYOR DAVID J. NARKEWICZ

City of Northampton
Office of the Mayor
210 Main Street Room 12
Northampton, MA 01060-3199
- (413)587-1249 Fax: (413)587-1275
mayor@northamptonma.gov

March 18, 2013
For Immediate Release

NORTHAMPTON’S VETERANS SERVICES DIRECTOR HEADS STATE GROUP
JOINS GOVERNOR IN RELEASING PLAN TO END VET HOMELESSNESS

Governor Patrick and Lieutenant Governor Murray last week released the Massachusetts
Interagency Council on Housing and Homelessness’ Integrated Plan to Prevent and End
Homelessness Among Veterans.

Northampton’s Veterans Services’ Director Steven J. Connor commented. "Veterans Service
Officers are key allies in preventing homelessness among the veterans in our home
communities," said Steven Connor, President of the Massachusetts Veteran Service Officers
Association. "Whether we serve in our Commonwealth's major cities, or in our most rural small
towns, we know there are homeless veterans or those living on the edge of homelessness that we
have a duty to serve. The MVSOA is fully supportive of the Patrick-Murray Administration's
efforts to end veterans' homelessness and we are committed to partnering with veteran service
organization and providers to make this vision a reality in all of our cities and towns."

The Massachusetts Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness Among Veterans (Plan) seeks to
ensure all Massachusetts veterans will have a stable place to call home. The objectives of the
plan are to reduce the number of homeless veterans in the Commonwealth by 1,000 (based on the
annual Point In Time count) by the end 0of 2015 and to statistically end veteran homelessness in
Massachusetts. The annual Point In Time count measures the number of homeless persons in the
U.S. on a single night in January 2012, including the number of homeless veterans.

The objectives will be achieved by four primary goals: 1) Rehouse and stabilize veterans who
become homeless by implementing a housing strategy; 2) Ensure veterans most at risk of
homelessness remain housed to prevent homelessness; 3) Increase access to benefits and
resources for veterans through greater intervention; and 4) Align and integrate federal, state, and
community resources to support veterans through effective partnerships. Each goal, focused on
housing, prevention, intervention, and partnerships, is supported by a detailed action plan to
accomplish the goal over time. :

Attached: Integrated Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness Among Veterans




To the membership,

| want to take a moment to discuss a couple of important items. For one, I'm sure most of you have seen
the news about the Governor's 9C cuts (spreadsheet attached). | want to express my gratitude to
- the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Sec. Bigsby, and especially, Sec. Coleman Nee for preserving all the

_ benefits for our Veterans and their dependents. Budget cuts to services for anyone in Massachusettsisa

difficult reality and | am thankful to secretary Nee for his efforts to protect the benefits and services that

=we-=provide-to-some-of our-mest-vulnerable-citizens;who-have-served-Qur-communities;== ===
- our Commonwealth, and our nation. His efforts will allow us to continue to serve the men and
women "who hath borne the battle "

Secondly, |- want-to-make- everyone -aware-of-the-new-action-of:the-MMA,-and-their contlnumg assaulf on

veterans services as it currently exists. They are putting forth leglslatlon that would create:

. Specral commission to study veterans beneﬁts

The MMA bill would create a special commission to study the entire scope of benefits offered to veterans
under Chapter 115, including which benefits are offered, how they are administered, and the role of local
veterans services officers.. This special commission would be charged with creating legislative
recommendations.

» Payment of veterans benefits

The MMA bill would shift the responsibility for the payment of veterans benefits to the state, while the
local or district veterans service officer would continue to be responsible for determining each veterans -
need for benefits and then would issue a payment request to the state. Under chapter 115, municipalities
currently pay for 100% of a veterans benefits and then are reimbursed 75% by the state on the following
year's chary sheets, system that creates cash flow problems for many communities.

It is obvious to me that the battle continues. I'm very concerned about the motivation for opening up these
items under Chapter 115. Currently, | serve with past Pres. Mike Sweeney on the Valor Act Commission
that is focused on legislation to train, test and certify\license veteran service officers throughout the state
of Massachusetts. The MMA has a member on that commission, the mayor of Amesbury. | believe this
commission will provide the legislation necessary to ensure that veterans and their dependents will get
the benefits and services provided under state law and the 108 CMR.

Now, more than any other time, we have to show our resolve and our unity In working towards a system
that will improve the delivery of benefits and services under our own terms. All of us who work
in communities know what it's like, and what is needed for our own veterans. *
Please, please consider joining us at the legislative luncheon on January 9 to show your support of your
legislators and remind them of what legislation we support, and more importantly, what legislation

. we don't support. | believe the two items that the MMA is supporting are two that we need to tell our
legislators that we don't support.
It is up to us and our efforts.
Respectfully yours,

Steven James Connor, Pres.




The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 3/18/2013 05:20 pm
Department of Veterans' Services
DVS Form VS-5 Return of Veterans' Benefits from City/Town of
Northampton(214) - March 2013

id j
Wt oy

We; the-undersigned-Vetérans' Services® Officer/Veteraris" Agént'and Tréastirer of the City/Town of Northampton staté-Undeithe™ = = @7 smmm s =i

penalties of perjury, that the within is a true and correct statement of those persons who have served in the military or Naval__
Service of the United States; and have been-aided ‘according to the provisions of Chapter 115, General Laws as amended, and the -
" name of gach"dependent relative to-whom aid has been granted, with th’e‘s'eVeraI sums actually pald to or for each andthe full T

.- ~—am0unt thereof from-t-he—Treasury—for the-month—of M arch,201 3

Veterans' Services Officer/ Veterans' Agent ‘ Treasurer
Connor, Steven ’ ' George R. Zimmerman

Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 115, 6, the amounts expended by any city or town for veterans’ benefits shall, within thirty days
following the month in which such expenditures were made, be certified to the Commissioner under the penalties of perjury,
- by the veterans’ agent and treasurer of such city or town.

Summary of Benefits

Totals for :

Doctors - - o o o ‘$4'3.oo
‘Medications | ’ $683.74
Hospitals ' , ‘ $0.00‘ :
Dental -  $467.00
Miscellaneous g : ©$11,218.81
Total Cost : +$60,178.90

Connor,Steven - Northampton -~ ' i Page 1 of 12




Date: January 23, 2013
From: Activities Committee
Subject: Veterans Council Activities 2013

1.The following is a list of the proposed activities of the Veterans Council for 2013:

Holyoke St. Patrick's Day Parade March 17" 2013 10:00 AM

Flag Retirement Ceremony at American Legion Post 28, May 18,2013 10:00 AM
Leeds Memorial Ceremony May 26, 2013 1:00 PM

Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony in Florence, May 27, 2013 10:00 AM

Flag Day Céremony at Elks Lodge 997, June 9, 2013 3:00 PM

Pulaski Day Parade in Northampton, October 14,2013 11:00 AM

Annual Salute to Veterans Breakfast at Elks Lodge 997, November 9, 2013
9:00 AM

Vets. Day Parade and Ceremony in Northampton, November 11, 2013 11:00 AM

Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony at Pearl Harbor Mem. Bridge, December 7, 2013
12:30 AM '

Norbert Rieke
Sec. VCN




